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GCE/A-Level English Literature 

Content Assessment Weightings 

The Study of 
Poetry 1900-
Present and 
Drama 1900-
Present 

Unit AS 1 In this unit, students learn to 
analyse, evaluate, and compare 
and contrast texts. 
In Section A, students will 
explore and respond to a range 
of poetry by two (prescribed) 
poets they have studied, and, 
then elucidate their knowledge 
and understanding of the poetic 
methods used and, likewise, the 
context, ideas and themes 
explored through the poems. 
In Section B, students will study 
a set text, by a (prescribed) 
modern dramatist, and, then 
elucidate their knowledge and 
understanding of the dramatic 
methods used and, also, the 
context, ideas and themes 
explored through the play. 
 

External Written 
Examination 
 
Open and Closed 
Book 
 
2 hours 
 

60% of AS 
 
24% of A-Level 

The Study of 
Prose Pre-1900 

Unit AS 2 In this unit, students will learn to 
analyse and evaluate, through 
the study of a set text, by a 
(prescribed) author, and, then, 
elucidate their knowledge and 
understanding of the narrative 
methods used and, likewise, the 
ideas and themes explored 
through the novel. 
 

External Written 
Examination 
 
Closed Book 
 
1 hour 
 

40% of AS 
 
16% of A-Level 

Shakespearean 
Genres 

Unit A2 1 In this unit, students will learn to 
analyse and evaluate a single 
play from a chosen 
Shakespearean genre – Tragedy, 
Comedy, Problem Plays, or Last 
Plays, and, then elucidate their 
knowledge and understanding of 
the dramatic methods used and, 
also, the context, connections, 
ideas and themes explored 
through the play. 

External Written 
Examination 
 
Closed Book 
 
1 hour, 30 
minutes 
 

20% of A-Level 
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The Study of 
Poetry Pre-1900 
and Unseen 
Poetry 

Unit A2 2 In this unit, students learn to 
analyse, evaluate, and compare 
and contrast texts. 
In Section A, students will 
explore and respond to a range 
of poetry by a (prescribed) poet 
they have studied. Students will 
draw on the skills developed in 
their AS study of poetry and 
elucidate their knowledge and 
understanding of the poetic 
methods used and, likewise, the 
context, connections, ideas and 
themes explored through the 
poems. 
In Section B, students will 
demonstrate critical skills and 
personal engagement, by 
analysing poetic methods and, 
also, determining how poets 
shape meaning in an unseen 
poem. 

 

External Written 
Examination 
 
Closed Book 
 
2 hours 
 

20% of A-Level 

The Study of 
Prose 

Unit A2 3 In this unit, students draw on 
skills developed in their AS study, 
in particular, The Study of Prose 
Pre-1900, in Unit AS 2, to 
communicate effectively their 
knowledge and understanding of 
the novel form.  
The unit encourages 
independent study, wider 
reading and enjoyment of 
modern literature. Students will 
engage in a detailed study of two 
novels, one of which must be a 
twenty-first century novel and, 
then, elucidate their knowledge 
and understanding about how 
authors shape meaning through 
the use of narrative methods 
and, likewise, the context, 
connections, ideas and themes 
explored across the novels, in an 
extended task.  

Internal 
Controlled 
Assessment 
 
Students 
complete a 2,500-
word essay.  
 
 

20% of A-Level 

 


