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Principal: Mrs R. Woods, BEd, Dip, QUB, PQH (NI). 
 
4th January 2020, 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 

Firstly, on behalf on the Saint Patrick’s College Community, I would like to wish you and your family a Happy 
New Year. 2020 was one of the most challenging years for any school and we are glad to put it behind us, 
however, the uncertainty associated with the Covid-19 pandemic continues into this new term. In response to 
the significant surge in Covid-19 transmissions, the Minister for Education, Peter Weir announced revised plans 
for the reopening of schools at the end of the Christmas holidays and I am writing to you to update on the key 
aspects of updated guidance: 

· The first day of normal term (6th January), is to be used to prepare for remote learning; 

· Post-primary pupils will be taught remotely during the first week of January (7th and 8th January). 

· From Monday 11th January, pupils in years 8 – 11 will continue to be taught remotely until the end of January, 
while pupils in years 12-14 will attend school for face-to-face teaching. Remote learning for Year 11 may be 
subject to review. 

· Exams due to take place in January will be facilitated compliant with public health guidance and schools will 
have flexibility to deliver face-to-face teaching to those pupils in preparation for the exams. 

· Schools will accommodate vulnerable children and the children of key workers from the start of term for 
‘supervised learning’. 

Saint Patrick’s College will be open for the supervision of vulnerable children and children of Key workers from 
Thursday 7th January. If you are a key worker and need your child supervised in school, please contact us via 
email (info@stpatricks.banbridge.ni.sch.uk) by 3.30pm on Tuesday 5th January so that we can make the 
necessary arrangements to facilitate your request. (A full list of Key workers is appended to the end of this 
letter.) Please include in your email the following information: 

· The name of parent(s)/guardian(s) 

· The name(s) and classe(s) of pupil(s) 

· Key worker designation for parent (s)/guardian (s) 

· Days of the week that supervision is required. 

It is important to note that children who are attending school under supervisory arrangements will not receive 
face-to-face teaching and will access the work that their peers are completing online. 

Pupils in years 8-11 will receive a weekly plan of online learning via email and should adhere to their daily 
timetables as much as possible when completing work. We would ask that parents contact the school via 
telephone/email if they have any concerns. It is essential that our pupils engage with their online learning. If you 
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do not have access to an IT resource to facilitate online learning, please contact the school as soon as possible 
on Wednesday 6th January. 

GCSE modules in Maths and English are scheduled for the week beginning the 11th January. As indicated in 
previous communication, Year 12 Maths and English revision sessions will be delivered on Thursday 7th and 
Friday 8th January. In response to the significant increase in 

transmission of COVID-19 and to mitigate against the risk of infection, we have reduced the class sizes for 
revision purposes so that a social distance of 2m between pupil and pupil and pupil and staff can be adhered to. 
We also ask that all pupils continue to wear their face covering during class time, not only for their own 
protection but also for the protection of others. 

IT IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL THAT PUPILS ADHERE TO THE MEASURES IMPLEMENTED TO 
MITIGATE AGAINST THE RISK OF TRANSMISSION. 

We understand that the fear of infection is very real, therefore attendance to these revision sessions is no longer 
mandatory but entirely at the discretion of parents/guardians. For catering purposes, we would appreciate if you 
could inform the school by 3.30 pm on Wednesday 6th January if your child will NOT be attending. 

As we embark on this most unpredictable period, it is important that our pupils refocus their energies on their 
studies. Again, we ask that you support your child in following their daily school timetable and check their 
‘google classroom’ and/or their school C2K email account regularly to ensure they are up-to-date with their work 
in each subject and submit work set online by the required deadline. I would appreciate if you could check that 
your child can access their online learning platform and should you have any difficulty, please contact us by 
phone/email as soon as you can so that we can resolve issues quickly. 

While we appreciate this situation is far from ideal and the impact this is having on our young people is 
immeasurable, it is important that we work in partnership with you as parents/guardians to guide and protect 
them through this most unprecedented time. Please be assured that we will be available at the end of a phone 
or via email if we can support you in any way at all. We will always endeavour to do our very best for your child. 
Can I thank you again for your continued and invaluable support and please God, all of us in the extended Saint 
Patrick’s College Community will remain healthy and safe throughout the duration of this pandemic. 

Yours sincerely 

Roisin Woods 

Mrs Roisin Woods 
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